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ABSTRACT

This research relates only to contracts to which the UN Convention 1978 on
carriage by sea (Hamburg Convention or Rules) is applicable. In this
connection, Hamburg Rules provide that they are applicable to all contracts
of carriage by sea, while the Brussels Convention 1924, restricted its scope of
application only to contracts of carriage, covered by a bill of lading, or any
similar document of title. In its definition to the contract of carriage article 1/5
of Hamburg Rules provides that it means any contract whereby the carrier
undertakes, against payment of freight, to carry goods by sea from one port to
another. However, if the contract of carriage involves carriage by sea, and also
carriage by some other means, then the Rules are applicable to such contract,
in so far as it relates to the carriage by sea. On the other hand, Hamburg
Rules, like Brussels ones, exclude the charterparties from their scope of
application. However, where a bill of lading is issued pursuant to a
charterparty, the Rules apply to such a bill of lading, if it governs the relation
between the carrier and the holder of the bill of lading, not being the
charterer.
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