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Good Governance: the Case of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract

The concept of governance has been discussed in political science and public administration research for decades.

Governance has been introduced as an alternative to traditional methods of governing. In the traditional way of
governing, government has the upper hand in decision-making processes; in contrast, under governance, other
players affected by governmental decisions (e.g., civil society and the private sector) participate in decision-making
processes.

Good governance has been linked to economic and human development and sustainable development. Good
governance practices by governments tend to have a positive influence on economic growth and human development.
Thus, the results of adopting good governance practices by governments are high quality governance that leads to a
developed economy and a stable country where citizens participate in the governing process.

In the current paper, Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) used to evaluate the quality of governing (good
governance) in Saudi Arabia. The results of the current paper show that in order for the Saudi government to enhance
good governance, the government needs to make sure that laws and regulations have been applied. In addition, the
Saudi government should continue to update laws and regulations to reach a high level of good governance.

Keywords : Good Governance-Economic Development-Saudi Arabia.
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